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know it because “60 Minutes”

would have suddenly disap-
peared. The time travelers would
have used their Omni history clock
to journey back to 1968 to convince
the appropriate CBS executives that
tha idea nf a wesklvy TV news
magazine was ridiculous and had no
chance of ever attracting an audi-
ence.

That way, maybe ‘Voyagers!,”
the imaginative and engaging NBC
series that airs opposite “60 Min-
utes” on Sundays at 7 p.m., would
have a better chance of succeeding.

Then again, as Bogg reminded
Jeffrey in last Sunday’s episode, in
which they found themselves at
Pearl Harbor on Dec. 6, 1941, a
Voyager can only fiz history, not
changeit,

For the uninitiated, Phineas Bogg
and young Jeffrey Jones are the
heroes of “Voyagers!” As portrayed
by Jon-Erik Hexum and Meeno
Peluce, who turns 13 today, they are
a pair of time travelers whose job is
to discover when history veers off
course and set it straight.

I f Voyagers really existed, you'd

Judging by the ratings, nearly
everyone qualifies as the uninitiated
when it comes to “Voyagers!” The
show, which premiered last Oct. 3,
currently ranks 82nd among the 84
prime-time series that have aired
this season. CBS’ “60 Minutes” is’
No. 1, drawing 2% times the num-
ber of homes that tune in NBC that
hour.

“Considering the time period, I
don’t think we've done that badly,”
argues Hexum, the handsome, 25-
year-old actor whose first job in
front of a camera is in this series.
His assessment? “I would say we've
done marginally poorly. Really! You
take any show NBC has got—even
‘Hill Street Blues'—and put it in
that time slot: I guarantee you it will
end up in the toilet.”

Whether true or not, “Voyagers!”
deserves better. Probably the best
new show of the season in terms of
family viewing, it is both entertain-
ing and educational. Besides offer-
ing fanciful stories and a good deal
of fun, “Voyagers!” brings a sense of
vitality and excitement to events of
the past and shows there is value in
studying history.

It is the future, however, not the
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past, that currently concerns officials at NBC and
Universal Studios, where “Voyagers!” is produced.
They have made some modifications in the show and
hope that, with last Sunday’s episode and six more
coming up, they can attract enough new viewers,
particularly adults, to warrant renewing the show for
another season. ’

James D. Parriott, the creator and executive producer
of the series, says the seven episodes that NBC ordered
beyond the initial commitment of 13 have been designed
to draw older viewers—without, he hopes, alienating
the young people who currently make up the bulk of the
audience. The pace of the show will be slowed and Bogg
will find himself in more romantic situations, reports
Parriott, who also is a writer and director and formerly
produced “The Incredible Hulk” and “The Bionic
‘Woman.”

Obviously no one thinks “Voyagers!" is going to make
a run at “60 Minutes.” The challenge is to overtake the
ABC competition, “Ripley’s Believe It or Not,” which is
doing only slightly better than “Voyagers!” in the
ratings (it ranks 70th in the season-to-date averages).
Against the well-entrenched “60 Minutes,” Parriott
maintains, “second place is all you can hope for.” If the
series can boost its share of audience six or seven points
from its current 16% level, he says, “I think they’ll pick
us up (for another season) because they're not going to
do better than that.”

There have been time-travel series before—Irwin
Allen’s “The Time Tunnel” in 1966-67 being perhaps
the best remembered—but “Voyagers!” is distinctive
for several reasons. One is the unusual way Parriott and
his staff juxtapose different historical periods in the
same episode, Arriving in France in 1918, for example,
Bogg and Jeffrey found the Allies losing World War L.
Jeffrey knew this was out of synch with what he'd

learned in school and determined that the problem was
that the airplane hadn't been invented. So the Voyagers
returned to 1903 to help Orville and Wilbur Wright get
on the right track with their work.,

In another episode, the pair discovered that Teddy
Roosevelt wasn't in Cuba to lead his Rough Riders in the
charge up San Juan Hill because he’d been killed by
Billy the Kid on a visit to the western United States.
They hit the Omni button and were off to save a future
U.S. President.

Beyond the stories, however, “Voyagers!” is infused
with what—by commercial television standards—is an
unusual degree of sensitivity toward and respect for the
young people it is trying to reach.

This stems partly from obligation: Unlike anywhere
else in the networks’ prime-time schedules, the 7 p.m.
Sunday time slot is one that, by order of the Federal
Communications Commission, must be programmed
either with public affairs shows (such as “60 Minutes”)
or entertainment fare specifically designed with chil-
dren in mind. But Parriott, 32, seems to have taken the
commitment more seriously than many other producers
who have made shows for that time period in the
past—or maybe he's just been more successful in
making it work.

“We've got a responsibility at 7 (o'clock) and that's
the bottom line,” says Parriott, summing up his
philosophy about the show. “We're in a very special
hour of television and we feel it strongly. That affects
everything we do.”

He is perturbed, therefore, that the public hasn't
responded better to the show. The experience has
strengthened his view that the mass viewing audience
basically gets the television it wants.

“If the public wanted to watch good TV, there'd be
good TV on,” Parriott maintains. “If they would rather
watch ‘Dukes of Hazzard,” then that's what the network
has to give them."”



